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Dear Sir/Madam,
 

I attended an Issue Specific Hearing on Tuesday 5th February 2019 into onshore environmental
matters arising from the above project.
 
During the hearing the Planning Inspector requested a written response from Breckland Council
regarding a point made by the Environment Agency that, under Part 2A of the Environment Act,
the Local Authority has a duty to assess land that is reasonably suspected of being contaminated.
In particular, the site of the plane crash near Necton has been brought into question.
 
I have consulted with my colleagues in our Environmental Health team and I hereby forward the
email below from the Team Leader, Andrew Grimley, which sets out the approach carried out to
date and the current position from his perspective.
 
On a separate note I also attach a copy of Policy CP11 from the council’s Adopted Core Strategy
and Development Control Policies Development Plan Document 2009-2026, as required under
another action identified for the Authority.
 
I trust meets the two actions I have taken away from the hearing.
 
Kind Regards,
Jon
 
Jon Berry
Head of Development Management
Breckland Council
 
Tel: 01362 656870
DDI: 01362 656248
Email: jon.berry@breckland.gov.uk
 
 

From: Grimley, Andrew 
Sent: 12 February 2019 11:00
To: Berry, Jon
Cc: Wood, Simon; Elks, Joanna; Richard Boole; Van Zeller, Alexa; Addy, Varuna
Subject: Norfolk Vanguard offshore wind farm and land contamination
 
Good morning Jon
        .
The planning inspectorate is correct that the council does have a duty to investigate
issues of contamination under the provisions of Part 2a of the Environmental Protection
Act 1990, however this is on a risk basis and the principles of the conceptual model
where there needs to be a source of contamination, a pathway for this to travel along
and a receptor.
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In this case we have a history of a plane crash in a very rural agricultural field in the
1990s which was cleaned  / cleared up by the military at the time and the field returned
to agricultural use, which currently places this site as a low risk.
 
In the absence of evidence to the effect that the land is contaminated by radiation we
have little firm that we can comment on and to be able to increase the level of risk rating
through the conceptual model principles.
 
When the status / future use of a site is proposed to be changed we will ask the land
owner or developer to assess the risks posed by a site due to past uses and where
necessary require remediation and verification that the risks have been removed /
reduced to acceptable levels.
 
In this case there is a proposal to change the use of the land by the installation of a
cable trench / cables  and as such we have highlighted the risk to the consultant and put
the onus on them to get to the bottom of what contaminates there may be and plan
accordingly. The consultants have committed, if planning permission is allowed, to
carrying out the necessary assessments and remediation if contamination is found. If
planning permission is given then we would be looking for it to include conditions
relating to the assessment / remediation of contamination.
 
With thanks
Andrew Grimley| Team Leader Environmental Protection| Breckland Council
Office: 01362 656870| DDI: 01362 656241
www.breckland.gov.uk
 

http://www.breckland.gov.uk/





